Reading Response Journals

Organization

· Reading List

· Reading Interest List

· Response Letters

· Book Club Writing

Reading List

Example of student form for the journal

Reading List
	#
	Title
	Author
	Genre
	Date

Completed
	E, JR, C

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Example of the Reading Interest Form

Reading Interest
	Topics that interest me
	Genre/Type of Books that

Interest me
	Authors that interest me

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Response letters

Teachers and students share genuine thoughts and questions in a conversational letter.  Reflect and share your personal reactions, question and interpretations in a letter.
Begin with a mini-lesson where you model-write a sample letter to students.

Provide a copy for students to keep in journal of topics to write about or questions.

Establish a due date for students-

“Due chart”

Colored folders-each color due on a designated day of the week.


             -teacher can respond to a small group each day

Topics for your reading journal
With the class brainstorm ideas for the journal as you write on a chart.

Examples:

What the book is about

How the book reminds you of another book.

How the book makes you feel.

How the author describes things.

Whether you like the book or not and why

Why you think the author wrote the book

Why you choose the book

How you feel about the author’s writing

Whether or not you would recommend the book to another reader

Why you abandoned a book

What you predict will happen

What you would change about the book

Examples of stereotype or bias

What you found interesting

What you are wondering about

Whether the book is easy, just right, or challenging and how you can tell.

About the genre

What you think is the author’s message

What books you look forward to reading

What you don’t understand or questions you have

How you feel about a character

What you notice about the author’s style/language

Something about the author and what it has to do with the story

What was funny to you

What you like/dislike about the setting

How the setting affects the characters

About good word choices/special language

What you think about the author’s lead

How the author captured your interest

Proofreading Your Journal Response
1. Reread your letter to be sure in makes sense.

2. Be sure you have responded to what the teacher or a peer wrote to you.

3. Write the date.

4. Check the opening and closing.

5. Check your spelling, capitalization, and punctuation

Rubric to assess the qualities of a reading response

Reading Response Rubric
	Quality

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Demonstration of text understanding including providing evidence and making connections


	Show multi-dimensional understanding of text
	Show adequate understanding of text
	Shows some understanding of text
	Shows no understand of text

	Voice/personality
	Uniquely expressed and interesting to read
	Contains few interesting parts
	Mostly dull
	Trite/empty

	Clarity of expression
	Uses language very effectively to communicate ideas
	Uses language adequately to communicate ideas
	Show some difficulty using language to communicate ideas
	Is unable to use language effectively to communicate ideas



	Use of convention (spelling, grammar, punctuation)
	Uses conventions accurately so response is easily understood
	Uses adequate conventions so response is mostly understood
	Uses a few conventions so parts of response are understood
	Uses almost no conventions so writing is difficult to read and understand

	Awareness of self as a Reader
	Shows a high level of awareness of self as a reader
	Shows adequate awareness of self as a reader 


	Shows little awareness of self as a reader 
	Shows no awareness of self as a reader


The Language of Response for Teacher
· I agree because…

· I disagree because…

· I also noticed…

· I’d like to add that…

· I didn’t understand…

· Say more about what you mean.

· I don’t understand what you mean.

· I don’t understand what you mean.

· Can you show where that is in the text/illustration?

· What is your evidence?

· Why do you think that?

· I think the author meant…

· How do you know that?

· We’re getting far away from the text.

· What doe the author say that makes you think that?

Model response.  Explain your own responses to literature, providing evidence. Use the language of reponse when reacting to student comments.

Demonstrate and tell.  Show students what it means to provide evidence or to listen and summarize what others are saying.

Facilitate effective response.
Sentence Leads for Reading Response Journals
This [character, place, event] reminds me of ……..because…..

I like/dislike this book because….

I like/dislike this part of the book because…

This situation reminds me of something that happened in my own life. (Tell the story and talk about the connections.)

The character I [like best, admire, dislike the most] is …… because…..

I like this part of the story because…

The setting of this story is important because…..

This book makes me think about [an important social issue, a problem, and so on]

A question that I have about this book is….because….

When I read this book I felt…..

If I were this character, I would…

[character] reminds me of [myself, a friend, a family member] because…

If I could talk to one of the book’s characters I would (ask or say)….

I predict that …..because…..

This [phrase, sentence, paragraph] is an example of good writing.
This [person, place, time] reminds me of ….

I admire [character] because…..

I didn’t understand the part of the story when…

This book reminds me of another book I have read.

The most exciting part of the book was…

The big ideas in this book were…

Some important details I noticed were…. The were important because…..

My favorite part of the book was….

I think the author wrote this book to…..

I found this book hard to follow when….

The author got me interested when….

The book is really about…

After the book ends, I predict….

I am like or different from [character]…

I learned….

This book makes me want to [action, further reading]

The title of this book says to me…

If I could be any character in this book, I would be …..because….

What I want to remember about this book is …..

I’d like to read another book by this author because….

The most important [word, phrase, idea, illustration] in this book is…..

My feelings about the [book, characters] changed when….

This book was an effective writing because….

I thought this book was [realistic, unrealistic] because….

The genre of this book is……because it has [characteristics].

If I were the author, I would have the changed the part of the story when….

This book helped me to……
Prepare these for students to use as they read.
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Ways to Have a Good Discussion About Books

1. Be prepared.

2. Sit so everyone can see each other.

3. Get started right away.

4. Look at the person who is talking.

5. Listen to understand.

6. Ask questions to understand better.

7. Speak clearly but not too loud.

8. Wait for the speaker to finish.

9. Signal when you want a turn.

10. Be sure everyone gets a turn.

11. Build on each other’s ideas.

12. Respect each other’s ideas.

13. Stay on the topic.

14. Provide evidence for your thinking.

From Guiding Readers and Writers by Fountas and Pinnell.

Book Recommendations
· Supply 5 x 7 index cards for recommendations.

· Write the title of the book (underlined) and the author’s name at the top.
· Tell a little summary without giving the whole story away.

· Tell what genre the book is.

· Explain why you liked it and why you think someone else would like it.

· Be as specific as you can.

· Write at least 5 sentences.

May want to provide a copy for students to keep in reading journals or prepare an anchor chart to post in the classroom.

Book Review Rubric
	1
	2
	3
	4

	No lead
	Dull lead:

“I read the book…
	A good lead but nothing special
	Strong lead to capture reader’s interest

	Main idea is often missing
	Main idea is hinted at but leaves the reader with questions
	Overview tells main idea of the book
	Overview clearly tells main idea of the book

	Few details
	Too many unimportant details.  May be repetitious.
	Important details are given for the most part.
	Important details are given.

	May fail to give opinion.
	Minimal support for opinion-“I love the book because I love pandas.”
	Opinion is supported by a few reasons.
	Opinion is supported by convincing reasons.

	No conclusions
	Weak conclusion-“If you want to know what happens, read the book.”
	Has an ending sentence.
	Has an effective conclusion.

	Unconnected ideas
	Not clear how ideas are related; “jerky”.
	Generally smooth connections between ideas
	Nice flow of ideas-one sentence leads to the next.

	Mechanical errors seriously interfere with communication, lack of attention to spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing
	Errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing are distracting
	Reasonably competent spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and usage.
	Correct spelling, punctuation capitalization, and paragraphing


Strategies for Expanding Meaning

	
	Definition
	Readers need to:
	Teachers help readers learn how to:

	Connecting
	To show or think of how two or more things are related.

To relate one aspect to another
	Search for and use connections to the funds of knowledge that they have gained from personal, world, and text experiences. 
	· Understand/develop purposes for reading texts.
· Connect knowledge of topic, plot, characters, or setting to personal experiences and their knowledge of the world and other texts.
· Bring background knowledge to their reading
· Interpret texts using personal experience and background of world knowledge
· Make connections between and among texts they have read, seeing similarities and differences.

	Inferring
	To arrive at a decision or opinion by reasoning from known facts or evidence
	Go beyond the literal meaning of a text to derive what is not there but is implied.
	· Construct theories that explain how characters behave or plot unfolds
· Have empathy for fictional or historical characters.
· Use background knowledge and information from the text to form tentative theories as to the significance of the events.
· Create sensory images related to character, plot, setting, theme, or topic.
· Understand what is not stated but is implied in the text.

	Summarizing
	To present the substance or general idea in brief form
	Put together information from the text and from personal, world, and text knowledge to create new understandings.
	· Relate important ideas to each other.
· Deepen understanding of an idea, concept, or topic, by integrating new knowledge with prior knowledge.

· Expand personal understandings by incorporating the “lived through” experiences from texts.

	Synthesizing
	To bring together parts or elements to form a whole.

	Put together information from the text and from personal, world, and literary knowledge to create new understandings.
	· Relate important ideas to each other.

· Deepen understanding of an idea, concept, or topic by integrating new knowledge with prior knowledge.

· Expand personal understandings by incorporating the “lived through” experiences from texts.

	Analyzing
	To separate and break up a whole into its parts to find out their nature, proportion, function, interrelationship, or properties.
	Closely examine elements of a text to achieve greater understanding of how it is constructed.
	· Recognize plot development based on knowledge of text structure.

· Recognize and use text characteristics related to genre.

· Discover the underlying organization of a text related to topic, genre, or theme.

· Recognize the author’s use of language to communicate meaning and emotions in various ways.

· Analyze elements of a fiction or nonfiction text to gain an understanding of how the author communicated meaning.

· Analyze illustrations or other graphic features as to how they evoke aesthetic responses and communicate meaning.

· Recognize and use graphic features of texts (such as maps and charts) to increase understanding.

· Recognize and use literary features of texts to expand understanding.

· Analyze the whole text to determine how illustrations, text and format communicate meaning in an integrated way.

	Critiquing 
	To make judgements through analyzing the qualities and evaluating them.
	Judge or evaluate a text based on personal, world, or text knowledge.
	· Assess whether a text is consistent with what is known through life experiences.

· Judge whether a text is authentic in terms of plot or setting.

· Evaluate the writer’s craft in light of appropriateness of genre, use of language, or other criteria.

· Judge the accuracy of information

· Judge the qualifications of the writer to produce an authentic fiction or nonfiction text.

· Examine and discover bias in texts.

· Appreciate the aesthetic qualities of a text.


