Book Talk Guide Sheet
· Choose a book you have enjoyed a lot.

· Practice your book talk ahead of time.

· Have the book with you.

· Plan to complete your talk in about three minutes.

· Give the title, author, and genre.

· Tell why you chose to read this book.

· Tell what the book is about without telling how it ends.  

· Share a favorite part-show illustrations, read aloud a paragraph or two, tell about an exiting event.

· Mark the places in the text that you want to share with sticky notes so that you can find them easily during the book talk.

· Tell why you recommend this book.

This list is adapted from Conversations by Regie Routman.

 Book Talks

1. New books by authors whom the students love.

2. Another book by an author whose book you’ve read aloud.

3. “Best-selling” titles that are popular with the age group.

4. Books on issues or topics that interest the students.

5. Books that introduce a new author, genre, or illustrator.

A Good Book Talk Might Involve:

1. Talking about the title and the author.

2. Showing the cover and some of the illustrations.

3. Reading aloud the lead or a particularly interesting or exciting part of the book.

4. Connecting the book to the students’ lives.

5. Posing questions.

6. Giving a brief synopsis of the book.

7. Connecting the book to other books the students like.

8. Telling a little about the plot or about one character.

9. Sharing your own response to the book.

How to Give a Book Talk
· Look at everyone.

· Speak loudly so all can hear.

· Talk about the characters, the problems in the story, or some interesting information.

· Read a small part of the book to interest the readers.

· Get the readers interested in the book.
