Assignment 
Content Area Alternative Texts Collection/Rubric
Goals

· To provide your students with multiple perspectives (particularly non-mainstream and English language learner perspectives) in their subject area reading.

· To incorporate more connections to current events and the larger world into your content area teaching.

· To develop an appreciation for, and to explore various reasons for supplementing or replacing poorly written, outdated, or non-engaging texts to provide students with a livelier, more engaging reading experience.

Rationale


An important aspect of academic literacy is what student read.  While traditional approaches to teaching often utilize textbooks, providing students with an alternative text collection is also important.  


As a teacher you will begin to collect an array of readings relevant to topics in your area.  This array of readings can be used to spark student interest and foster fluent reading.  They may also provide an alternative view to positions espoused in the textbook.  

Procedures


Collect the following reading pieces that are 1) related to your teaching discipline, and 2) likely to be of high interest to adolescents.  Listed are the minimums-if you find other pieces you’d like to include, you are welcome to include them.  You must include:
· At least one reading from the perspective of a person from a non-white-European background

· At least one reading from the perspective of a woman

· Two magazine articles (from popular magazines for adults or teens) that relate to your discipline that might be interesting for students

· Two newspaper articles related to your discipline

· Three nonfiction book related to your discipline

· Three novels (preferably young adult fiction) related to your discipline

· One poem related to your discipline and/or music lyrics related to your discipline

· One comic book, cartoon, graphic novel, or visual related to your discipline

· Two children’s picture books

· Two websites

*Note that the following are likely to be of high interest to students: main character is teen or young adult; action; humor; fantasy or sci-fi; social justice; someone “fighting the system”; non-mainstream ideas; controversy; text related to current events. 

You will create an annotated reference list fully citing your texts.  
Rubric
	Criteria
	Points
	Comments

	Contains all of the required types of text.  


	35
	

	Includes an annotation for each of the texts

	20
	

	Uses APA format to reference each text.


	35
	

	Edited for grammar, punctuation, and spelling.


	10
	

	TOTAL
	100
	


***Please use APA for all your papers.
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